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June 16, 2007 — 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time

PASTOR’S CORNER

We pray today for Pope Benedict, the Successor of Peter, for al the bishops of the world, the
Successors of the Apostles. We pray for priests, who by reason of their Sacred Orders share in
the ministry of the bishops. We also pray for nuns and sisters, brothers, and lay missionaries who
throughout the history of the church have continued to serve in remote and at times dangerous
spots anywhere in the world. We pray for the lay staff members of our diocesan parishes and
schools who faithfully serve in all of our parishes and missions, very often earning very low
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wages. We also pray for all of our lay volunteers across our diocese without whom our parish
could not function. Today, we also renew our call to evangelize the world, by reason of our
baptism and confirmation, by word and deed.

— Fr. Marcdlus
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STEWARDSHIP

“You shall take some of the first fruits of the various products of the soil which you harvest, and
putting them in a basket go to the priest who will set it before the altar of the Lord your God.”
—Deuteronomy 26:1-4

Collectionfor JUn€ 9 ......cccceevvevevrercrcceene $88.00

(Amounts reported do not include restricted funds)

www.priestsforlife.org
Priests for Life, Staten Island, NY 10314

UPCOMING EVENTS
Saturday, July 7: Parish picnic. Meat will be provided. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet in the

‘Abortion Harms Women
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church entry with what you' d like to bring.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tomorrow, Father’s Day, we wish al of our fathers a happy and peaceful day. This weekend
we celebrate all the masses in our parish for the welfare of the fathers of our parish, and for the
eternal rest of those who are with the Lord. Let us also pray for fathers who are widowers,
divorced, single, those who are abandoned in nursing homes. Let us pray for fathers who have
abused their children and wives. Let us pray for men who wish but are unable to become fathers.
Think of poor fathers, and some way in which you could help them to care for their families.
Pray for fathers of aborted children.

EVANGELIZATION

By itsvery nature, the entire Church is missionary, according to Our Lord’s mandate to "proclaim
the good newsto all creation” (Mk 16, 15). "The supreme direction and coordination of endeavors
and activities which deal with missionary work and missionary cooperation belong to the Roman
Pontiff and the college of bishops." —Church Canon Law, Canon 782

THE CHURCH BUILDING

"Just as the term Church refersto the living temple, God' s People, the term church aso has been
used to describe ‘the building in which the Christian community gathersto hear the word of God,
to pray together, to receive the sacraments, and to celebrate the Eucharist.” That building is both
the house of God on earth (domus Del) and a house fit for the prayers of the saints (domus
ecclesiae). Such ahouse of prayer must be expressive of the presence of God and suited for the
celebration of the sacrifice of Christ, aswell asreflective of the community that celebrates there.”
—Built of Living Stones, #16

OUR LADY

"The Church’slove of preference for the poor iswonderfully inscribed in Mary’s Magnificat. The
God of the Covenant, celebrated in the exultation of her spirit by the Virgin of Nazareth, is aso
he who * has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly, . . . filled the hungry
with good things, sent the rich away empty, . . . scattered the proud-hearted . . and his mercy is
from age to age on those who fear him.” Mary is deeply imbued with the spirit of the ‘ poor of
Yahweh,” who in the prayer of the Psalms awaited from God their salvation, placing all their trust
in him (Pss 25; 31; 35; 55). Mary truly proclaims the coming of the ‘Messiah of the poor’ (Is11,
4; 61,1). Drawing from Mary’s heart, from the depth of her faith expressed in the words of the
Magnificat, the Church renews ever more effectively in herself the awareness that the truth about
God who saves, the truth about God who is the source of every gift, cannot be separated from the
manifestation of hislove of preference for the poor and humble, that love which, celebrated in
the Magnificat, islater expressed in the words and works of Jesus." —Pope John Paul I1, in his
Encyclical The Mother of the Redeemer, #37

ANGEL STORIES
You Should Watch

Location: LosAngeles CA USA
by: Christian Duguay

When | was nine years old, | lived in the Arizona desert. On walks home from my bus stop, |
would cut through afield of cactus and dry brush ,and think about God and Heaven. | didn't

grow up in areligious family and we never talked about God, but | always knew He was there.
There was never any doubt.

As| grew older, however, | fell away from my talks with God, and | stopped my prayers. My faith
waned and my heart hardened with the wrong groups of kids and sinful desires. But, my faith is
back now. One thing that always helps bring me back, when | have aweakness of faith, is something
that happened during one afternoon walk through the desert.

As | wandered along a narrow path through some olive trees and sage brush , alittle voice in my
head said, "You should watch out for snakes." This voice was not athought. We all know the pattern
of our own thoughts. We recognize them as being self-generated. But this voice was not mine. |
looked down to see along rattlesnake stretched out, directly in my path, warming itself in the hot
sun. | froze, terrified. For along moment | couldn't move — scared of the snake, but also petrified
that something had just spoken to me.

One could call it a coincidence. People who walk through the desert are always watching out for
snakes — this just happened to be an instance when there was one lying in my path. Here's the
thing: It happen a split second before | stepped on it. The voice was not mine. | believe it was an
angel. | will always be grateful to the angel who spoke to me. Not just for the safety he or she
provided me at that moment, but for the faith that moment hasinstilled in me. And thereis meaning
in that warning: "You should watch out for snakes."

Indeed, we should watch out for them, and we should watch out not to let ourselves become one.

Ever Wonder...
Why the sun lightens our hair, but darkens our skin?
Why don't you ever see the headline "Psychic Wins L ottery"?
Why is"abbreviated" such along word?
Why isit that doctors call what they do "practice"?
Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavor, and dishwashing liquid made with real lemons?
Why isthe man who invests all your money called a broker?
Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour?
Why isn't there mouse-flavored cat food?
Why do they sterilize the needle for lethal injections?

You know that indestructible black box that is used on airplanes? Why don't they make the whole
plane out of that stuff?

Why don't sheep shrink when it rains?

Why are they called apartments when they are all stuck together?
If con isthe opposite of pro, is Congress the opposite of progress?
If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal ?



