
PASTOR’S CORNER
Orphans play a significant role in classic and popular literature, for instance, Cinderella, Oliver Twist,
and Little Orphan Annie. In the Bible, orphans, widows, the Levite, and the immigrants characterize
those who are marginal in society, and the ones whom the whole community of believers must cherish
and shelter, for example: "Make justice your aim: redress the wronged, hear the orphan’s plea, defend
the widow" (Is 1, 16b). Through our HALO program, we have an opportunity to make a difference
in the lives of some orphans, those whom Sisters are caring for in the Refugio del Corazon the Maria
Orphanage (Mary’s Heart Refuge), in Obregon, Mexico . Visit the Web Site of this orphanage if you
have not done so: http:angelitosdedios.org

. — Fr. Marcellus

STEWARDSHIP
“For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. Much will be required of the person
entrusted with much.” —Luke  12:32-48
Collection for April 8 .................................... $ 567.00
(Amounts reported do not include restricted funds)

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Idaho Catholic Appeal: Plan to contribute generously to the ICA that makes it possible for the
Diocese of Boise to function. St. Jude’s assessement for this year is $3,775.00. If each of our
registered families donates $100.00 to the ICA, we will come very close to meeting this goal.
In the past, we have only met our assessment due to the generousity of two families, each of who
have had to scale back their ICA donations due to family circumstances. It’s time for YOU to
step up to the plate and help our St. Jude community meet this goal! Our amount collected for
the ICA to date is $1,697.50.
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April 22, 2007 — Third Sunday of Easter
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Schedule Contacts

1056 Banks-Lowman Rd.
P.O. Box 221

Garden Valley, Idaho

Fr. Marcellus Fernandez, Pastor
Alan Shaber, Deacon

 • Mass:  Sunday, noon

 • Confession: Sunday, after Mass

 • Baptisms : Third Sunday of the month

 • Office phone: 365-4320 (Sacred Heart)

 • E-mail: stjude@gardenvalleyidaho.net

 • http://stjude.gardenvalleyidaho.net
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ST. JUDE BIRTHDAY CORNER
April 27: Marge Dalzell.

CHARITY
"As the years went by and the Church spread further afield, the exercise of charity became
established as one of her essential activities, along with the administration of the sacraments and
the proclamation of the word: love for widows and orphans, prisoners, and the sick and needy
of every kind, is as essential to her as the ministry of the sacraments and preaching of the Gospel.
The Church cannot neglect the service of charity any more than she can neglect the Sacraments
and the Word." —Pope Benedict XVI, in his encyclical God is Love, #22

CHILDREN & ORPHANS
"Unfortunately, as we know so well, the situation of children in the world is not always how it
should be. Every day, countless children around the world are exposed to dangers and abuse
which stunt their growth and development. They suffer immensely as casualties of war and
violence; as victims of neglect, cruelty, sexual and other forms of exploitation, racial discrimination,
aggression, foreign occupation; as refugees and displaced children. They are often marginalized
because they are indigenous, disabled, orphans or street children. In several countries, they are
also victims of the scourge of drugs and of natural and man-made disasters. And if all these were
not enough, millions of children also become victims of HIV/AIDS, either through mother-to-
child viral transmission or by being orphaned due to the AIDS-related premature death of their
parents.
Improving child health and nutrition is a priority. . . In addition, basic education should be made
accessible to the millions of the world’s children who are otherwise bound to illiteracy."
—Address of Archbishop Celestino Megliore to the United Nations, October 27, 2003
"Allow me to draw special attention to one of the most vulnerable groups of HIV/AIDS victims,
namely our children. So many of them have been and continue to be victims of this epidemic,
either because they have been infected by the virus passed on to them by birth, or because they
have become orphans due to AIDS-related premature death of their parents. HIV/AIDS is causing
a sharp increase in child mortality: 3.8 million of the 19 million who died of AIDS last year were
children under the age of 15. During the last two decades it has left over 14 million orphans,
more than 11 million of whom are in sub-Saharan Africa. And, according to one estimate, by
2010 in Africa alone there will be 40 million AIDS orphans, 95% of whom carrying the virus."
—Cardinal Claudio Hummes, speaking to the United Nation, September 22, 2003

LITURGY
With the celebration of the Easter Vigil, we began the Easter Season of the Church Liturgical
Calendar. It lasts for fifty days, until the feast of Pentecost (this year on May 27). The color for
this season is white (or gold).

VOLUNTARY SERVICES
I take this opportunity to thank, again, all the parishioners who devote their time and talents, as
volunteers, for the common good of the parish. Without our volunteers our parish could not offer
the various programs and services that keep advancing our personal and communal pilgrimage
on this earth. Below I list some of these programs and services. I know that it is not a complete

list. But the objective of this list is not to recognize anyone but to give a partial list of what our parish
volunteers have made possible just within the last two months. We feel gratitude for our parish volunteer,
but, at the same time, reviewing this list, it is important to recall that anyone who does voluntary work for
the parish community does so not to seek praise or public recognition but in order to practice Stewardship
spirituality. —Fr. Marcellus
* Catechism Team, preparing our children for their First Communion, and youth for Confirmation.
* CENACLE, praying for priests, and the ultimate welfare of the church.
* Cleaning Volunteers, quietly organizing and cleaning the parish hall and the church.
* Liturgical Ministers, Altar servers, Musicians and Singers, Readers, Eucharistic Ministers, Sacristans,
Collection Counting.
* HALO, our parish Youth Ministry embracing also non-Catholic youth, particularly their tremendous work
doing fund raising for the orphanage.
* PUERI, aimed for children and to support parents, embracing also non-Catholic families.
* ST. JUDE PASTORAL COUNCIL, assisting me to plan / supervise the parish Pastoral affairs and building
maintenance.

STEWARDSHIP
"Stewardship is not simply making donations or taking care of the building and grounds. It is a spirituality
— hence a way of life — made of four parts: Receiving the gifts of God with gratitude; Cultivating them
responsibly; Sharing them lovingly in justice with others; Standing before the Lord in a spirit of accountability.
It is up to you to determine how you will live out this stewardship way of life. You will not be
alone, however. Millions of fellow Catholics are traveling together with you.
The Gifts of God. Think of God’s gifts in broader terms, not simply the material goods or security you may
enjoy. These are gifts, too: Your faith, hope, love, and joy; Your family love and relationships with others;
Your intelligence, talents, and skills; Your imagination, compassion, and vision; Creation in all its splendor.
Our Catholic tradition teaches us that with so many blessings come great challenges. At all times
in our lives, we have an opportunity — and a responsibility — to share what we have been given.
Jesus Is the Steward. It begins with remembering our Baptism, when we became followers of Jesus Christ.
From this call flows the commitment to Christ that makes stewardship possible — and deeply rewarding.
However, this is a commitment to a lifetime of action, and it requires sacrifice. Through following Christ,
we have the benefit of the role model of sacrifice for the greater good, a model of self-giving and loving
service . . . .
What Does a Catholic Steward Look Like? Catholic stewards take care of the world around us, including
embracing the social teaching of the Church. We work as partners with God in the redemption of the world.
We respect human life and dignity. We protect the natural environment. We share our gifts (time, talents,
and treasures) with others. We communicate our enthusiasm.
For your own development as a Catholic steward, it helps to spend time in prayer and reflection to recognize
your gifts from God. Then discover how best to use those gifts for the benefit of
others — and of course, invite others to discern and share their gifts, too . . . .
A clear sense of purpose÷nourished by the Eucharist and our rich Catholic tradition÷opens the door for us
to actively commit to a life of gratitude and responsibility; to thank God for his endless gifts, and then to
decide what we can do to help the world. The rewards include:
Making a difference in people's lives; Becoming an active member of a fulfilling Catholic community;
Discovering talents inside you, waiting to be used; Letting go of your worries and setting realistic goals in
both your spiritual and secular life: Experiencing the amazing increase in God's presence that comes with
a partnership with the Lord" (United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Stewardship and Young Adults,
2003).


