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| recall that Our Lady was single, married,

February 11, 2007 — 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
mother, virgin, and widow. Today | pray to Our lady for al of our married couples and we express
to them our gratitude, with admiration, for the good example that they giveto al of us. In the early
even specia places were reserved for them, in the sanctuary, during the
areference explaining why widowers were not also granted a specia status in the early church. |

church, widows were regarded with a sense of reverence and they enjoyed a place of distinctionin
celebration of the Liturgy. Accordingly, today we aso pray for our widows. | have never come across

Today, when we celebrate Marriage Sunday in our parish
the local faith community,

PASTOR’S CORNER

presume that widows received special privilegesin the early church because in the Old Testament

parenting their grandchildren and we et them know that we are not unaware that they sacrifice much
for the sake of the children for whom they are caring. We pray for those who are divorced. Also, do
what you can to reach out toward those who have married outside the church and let them know that
“For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be. Much will be required of the person

they are singled out among the most vulnerable in society, along with orphans, foreign immigrants,
and Levites. Today we also wish well to and pray for our single parents and grandparents who are
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Today, February 11: SIPC meeting in the hall after Mass.

February 25: Deadline for clothing donations for Refugio del Corazén de Maria (see below).
March 3-4: Lenten retreat at Sacred Heart in Emmett.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HALO Clothing Drive: We are in need of used clothes sizes 4T-14. We will be delivering them
to the Refugio del Corazon de Maria in Obregon, Mexico. We need to have them completely
collected by February 25, 2007. Bring them to church between now and then and we'll keep
themin the hall. Shoes are also needed. If anyone can provide new underwear for boys or girls
that would also be great.

ST. JUDE BIRTHDAY CORNER
Kathy Vaughn: Wednesday, February 14.
Emily Todd: Thursday, February 15.

WIDOWS

"In Apostolic times widows were employed in certain capacities in the ministry of the Church,
directing that one to be chosen must be “of no less than threescore years of age, who hath been
the wife of one husband. Having testimony for her good works’, and some see in this reference
to the order of deaconess, while others do not. Shortly after, however, the office of deaconess
was referred to as "widowhood" (St. Ignat., “Ep. ad Smyrn.”, viii, 1). As to the remarriage of
widows in the Christian Church, though St. Paul declares that widowhood is preferable to the
married state (1 Cor 7,8) he does not forbid remarriage (1 Cor 7, 9)." —Catholic Encyclopedia

"It isalso necessary to recall all that widows are able to offer not only to their own families but
also to Christian communities and to human society. Their maturity given their trial [of having
lost their husbands], the various responsibilities that they assume, their experience, al of them
constitute unique values that could bring much good to others." —Pope John Paul 11, Message
to Widows, 1982, #3

"Widows, not only as lay faithful but also because of your unique feminine qualities, you are
called to become actively involved and responsible in regards to the mission that the church
discharges for the salvation of the world." —Pope John Paul I1’'s Address to Widows, April 21,
1988, #2

LENTEN CUSTOMS & SYMBOLS

Lent begins on February 21. “Lent”: Derives from the Anglo-Saxon word “lencten” referring to
the lengthening days of spring. In Latin, “Quadrigesma’ = Forty [Days of Lent]. Vestments of
priests during the Lent Liturgical Season: Purple, a color denoting mourning, to express sadness
about Christ’s suffering and death and also sadness about our sins who caused it. Purple aso
recalls that Lent is a period when we are practicing penance. The Gloria: The hymn of joyful
praise sung at Sunday mass and on other special, festive masses. It contains three parts: (a) Angelic
song of praise; glorifying God; praising Christ. This hymn is omitted during Lent (and Advent)
to underline the mourning aspects of Lent.

HEALTH CARE

Did you know that 26.7% of the health centers throughout the world treating HIV and AIDS patients
are Catholic?. " Since the beginning, the Catholic Church has offered its contribution on the medical,
social and spiritual levelsin the fight against the HIV virus and those suffering from AIDS. In fact,
26.7 percent of the centres that treat people infected with HIV and affected by AIDS in the world
are Catholic-based." —Taken from the Address of Cardinal Javier Lozano Barragan to the United
Nations General Assembly High-Level Meeting on HIV / AIDS, New York, June 2, 2006

Think About It First

Today before you think of saying an unkind word
Think of someone who can't speak

Before you complain about the taste of your food
Think of someone who has nothing to eat

Before you complain about your husband or wife
Think of someone who's crying out to God for a companion

Today before you complain about life
Think of someone who went too early to heaven

Before you complain about your children
Think of someone who desires children but they're barren

Before you argue about your dirty house — someone didn't clean or sweep —
Think of the people who are living in the streets

Before whining about the distance you drive
Think of someone who walks the same distance with their feet

And when you aretired and complain about your job
Think of the unemployed, the disabled and those who wished they had your job

Before you think of pointing the finger or condemning another
Remember that not one of us are without sin and we all answer to one maker

And when depressing thoughts seem to get you down
Put a smile on your face and thank God you're alive and still around
Lifeisadgift
Liveit...
Enjoy it...
Celebrateit...
And fulfill it.

.



